The Soldier Writer                                      201
the rest of his life would not suffice to spend the rich treasury
of his meditations.
Finally, in August, 1857, The Little Hero was printed in
the Annals of the Fatherland. The story was signed with the
initials M.Y.
Mikhail urged his brother to send the new novel he had
mentioned in his letters, so that it might be submitted to
Russian Word, a periodical then in process of foundation.
He had asked the editors for five hundred rubles as an ad-
vance payment to Feodor Mikhailovich and had undertaken
to deliver the manuscript before the end of 1858. But in the
meantime Feodor had got in touch with Plesheyev, one of
the members of the conspiracy who had escaped the ordeal
of the penitentiary, and had been condemned only to de-
portation and military service in the Orenburg garrison. As
early as 1856, this Plesheyev had agreed to write for the
Russian Messenger, a periodical published by Katkov. The
same year Dostoevsky, urged on by his former comrade,
promised Katkov a novel and received five hundred rubles
as an advance.
These two offers from the Russian Messenger and the Rus-
sian Word considerably embarrassed Dostoevsky. He had
wanted to make his second debut with a novel of which he
himself would be proud; and the book he had been planning
for years could not be written in haste.
"As for my novel," he wrote to his brother, "a very un-
pleasant adventure has happened to it and to me. I have re-
solved, I have sworn, that from now on I would not publish
anything that had not been properly meditated upon and
ripened, and that I would not agree to write anything by a
given date (as I used to) solely for the reason that I had been